SESSION DE 1978

COMPOSITION EN LANGUE ANGLAISE

(Classes de Première A, B, C, D et E)

DUREE ; 5 heures

N.B. _ L'usage de tout dictionnaire est interdit.

I. VERSION

I am bidding you learn to be artists, if art is not to come to an end amongst

us • and what is an artist but a workman who is determined that, whatever else

happens, his work shall be excellent?... As greed of unfair gain wanting to be

paid for what we have not earned, cumbers our path with this tangle of bad work,

of sham work, so that heaped-up money which this greed has brought us (tor

greed will have its way, like all other strong passions), this money, I say, gathered

into heaps little and big, with all the false distinction which so unhappily it yet

commands among us, has raised up against the arts a barrier of the love_of luxury

and show, which is of all obvious hindrances the worst to overpass .the highest

and most cultivated classes are not free from the vulgarity of it, the lower are

not free from its pretence. I beg you to remember... that nothing can be a work

of art which is not useful; that is to say, which does not minister to the body

when well under command of the mind, or which does not amuse, soothe or

elevate the mind in a health state. What tons upon tons of unutterable rubbish

pretending to be works of art in some degree would this maxim clear out of our

[ondon houses, if it were understood and acted upon ! As a rule all the decoration

(so called) that has got there is there for the sake of show, not because anybody

likes it.

Tournez la page S. V. P.

Simplicity of life, begetting simplicity of taste... is of all matters most necessary

tor the birth of the new and better art we crave for; simplicity everywhere, in

the palace as well as in the cottage: the lack of that is a serious piece of manners

for us to correct; and as yet it is only a very few men who have begun to think

about a remedy for it in its widest range : even in its narrower aspect, in the

defacements of our big towns by all that commerce brings with it, who heeds

it? who tries to control their squalor and hideousness ? there is nothing but thought-

lessness and recklessness in the matter.

Is money to be gathered? Cut down the pleasant trees among the houses, pull

down ancient and venerable buildings for the money that a few square yards of

London dirt will fetch; blacken rivers, hide the sun and poison the air with smoke

and worse, and it's nobody's business to see to it or mend it...

And Science — we have loved her well, and followed her diligently, what will

she do? I fear she is so much in the pay of the counting-house, the counting-

house and the drill-sergeant, that she is too busy, and will for the present do

nothing. Yet there are matters which I should have thought easy for her; say,

for example, teaching Manchester how to consume its own smoke, or Leeds how

to get rid of its superfluous black dye without turning it into the river, which

would be as much worth her attention as the production of the heaviest of heavy

black silks, or the biggest of useless guns. Anyhow, however it be done, unless

people care about carrying on their business without making the world hideous,

how can they care about Art?

William MORRIS,

from a lecture. The Lesser Arts, 1878.

II. COMPOSITION

1. Against what does W. Morris protest in this text? Could you sum up the

main ideas of the passage in a few lines.

2. W. Morris could be considered as one of the first « angry young men ».

Would he now, after a hundred years, deliver the same lecture? Why or why

not? Would he find our modern society greatly altered or improved?

3. Keats wrote « a thing of beauty is a joy for ever x. Do you agree with

W. Morris that it (a thing of beauty or a work of art) should be useful as well, or

would you rather advocate the doctrine of art for art's sake? Give examples to

support your opinion.

4. Can you imagine in what way art and the development of science may

influence your life in the future?

