SESSION DE 1977
COMPOSITION EN LANGUE ANGLAISE
(Classes de Première A, B, C, D et E)
DUREE DE L'EPREUVE : 5 heures
N. B. — l’ usage de tout dictionnaire est interdit.
I. VERSION
One day, in much good company, I was asked by a person of quality,
whether I had seen any of their strulbrugs or immortals. I said I had
not... He told me that sometimes, though very rarely, a child happened
to be born in a family with a red circular spot in the forehead, directly
over the left eyebrow, which was an infallible mark that it should never
die. He said these births were so rare that he did not believe there could
be above eleven hundred strulbrugs of both sexes in the whole kingdom,
of which he computed about fifty in the metropolis, that these productions
were not .peculiar to any family, but a mere effect of chance...
I freely own myself to have been struck with inexpressible delight
upon hearing this account. I cried out as in a rapture : « Happy nation,
where every child hath at least a chance of being immortal! Happy people
who enjoy so many living examples of ancient virtue and have masters
ready to instruct them in the wisdom of all former ages! But happiest
beyond all comparison are those excellent strulbrugs who, born exempt
from that universal calamity of human nature, have their minds free and
disengaged, without the weight and depression of spirits caused by the
continual apprehension of death! »
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When I had ended, the same gentleman who had been my interpreter
gave me a particular account of the strulbrugs among them. He said
they commonly acted like mortals, till about thirty years old, after wliich,
by degrees, they grew melancholy and dejected, increasing in both till
they came to fourscore. This he learned from their own confession; for
otherwise, there not being above two or three of that species born in an
age, they were too few to form a general observation by. When they
came to fourscore years which is reckoned the extremity of living in this
country, they had not only all the follies and infirmities of other old men,
but many more which arose from dreadful prospects of never dying.
They were not only opinionative, peevish, covetous, morose, vain, talka-
tive, but incapable of friendship and dead to all natural affection, which
never descended below their grandchildren. The least miserable among
them appear to be those who turn to dotage and entirely lose their memo-
ries : these meet with more pity and assistance because they want many
bad qualities which abound in others. As soon as they have completed
the term of eighty years they are looked upon as dead in law : their heirs
immediately succeed to their estates, only a small pittance is reserved
for their support; and the poor ones are maintained at the public charge.
Tills was the account given me of the strulbrugs, as near as I can remem-
ber. I afterwards saw five or six of different ages, the youngest not above
two hundred years old. They were the most mortifying sight I ever
belield, and the women more horrible than the men. Besides the usual
deformities in extreme old age, they acquired an additional ghastliness
which is not to be described...
The reader will easily believe that from what I had heard and seen,
my keen appetite for perpetuity of life was much abated. I grew heartily
ashamed of the pleasing visions I had formed, and thought no tyrant could
invent a death into which I would not run with pleasure from such a life.
J. SWIFT,
Gullivers Travels, « A Voyage to Laputa ».
II. COMPOSITION
1. Swift tells us that the strulbrugs are « despised and hated by all
sorts of people ». In your opinion does this pessimistic statement apply
to elderly people in our society? What are your personal contacts with
them? Is your conscience at rest on the matter?
2. Do you personally consider senior citizens as « masters ready to
instruct you in the wisdom of former ages » ? If not, explain why.
3. Due to the progress of medical science, man's life expectancy is
on the increase. What problems may arise as man's life span gets longer
and longer?
4. Do you agree or disagree with Swift when he says that a long life is
« the universal desire and wish of mankind » ? State your reasons.
