Headlines worksheet

1- Types of headlines

Sentence headlines Police rescue 12 divers as launch sinks off Phi Phi
Pen manufacturers still see good future for luxury pens

Phrase headlines Getting in touch with the spirits
Heroism and cowardice at the Top of the World
Reward for tracing suspect

2- Headlines most common techniques

* Noun Phrases a noun phrase with no verb. A noun phrase describes a noun
Under Pressure from Boss
Unexpected Visit
Overwhelming Response of Voters

* Noun Strings a string of three, four or more nouns together
Widow Pension Pay Committee
Landscaping Company Disturbance Regulations
Mustang Referral Customer Complaint

* Simple Tenses instead of Continuous or Perfect
Forgotten Brother Appears = A forgotten brother has appeared (after a long period of time).
Professors Protest Pay Cuts = Professors are protesting pay cuts (at the university).

e Auxiliary Verbs Dropped in Passive Form
Man Killed in Accident = A Man has been killed in an accident.
Tommy the Dog Named Hero = Tommy the Dog has been named a hero (by the mayor).

*  Articles Dropped
President Declares Celebration = The president has declared a celebration.
Passerby Sees Woman Jump = A passerby has seen a woman jump (into the river).

* Infinitive to Indicate Future
Mayor to Open Shopping Mall = The mayor is going to open a new shopping mall.

James Wood to Visit Portland = (Famous actor) James Wood is going to visit Portland soon.

3- Other common techniques

*  Puns (play on words)
* Short words and abbreviations (to gain space)
¢ Alliterations (to appeal to the senses)
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TASK 1- Determine what technique is used in the following headlines .
Highlight the words, phrases or ideas that are common to the headline and opening paragraph.

Obama pays tribute to ailing Mandela - News24
2013-07-18 09:49

US President Barack Obama has paid warm tribute to Nelson Mandela for his 95th birthday, which the
anti-apartheid icon will spend in hospital recavering from a lung infection.

Cuba's Raul Castro to attend Mandela funeral - News24
2013-12-09 06:46
Cuban President Raul Castro will attend the funeral of South African anti-apartheid icon Nelson Mandela.

Zuma praises anti-apartheid heroes - News24

2013-07-12 08:25

President Jacob Zuma has praised those who risked their lives fighting for freedom from apartheid, during
the 50th commemoration of the raid on Liliesleaf Farm in Rivonia.

Township house prices increase 8% - Fin24

2013-08-07 11:13

The areas formerly classified as "black areas" under apartheid have outperformed the former white
"suburbs"” in terms of house price growth, an FNB index shows.

Mandela still critical after reported op - News24
2013-07-28 09:46

The presidency says that Nelson Mandela is still critically ill in hospital but improving slightly, declining to
comment on a report the anti-apartheid hero had undergone an operation.

Metros to get cash boost - News24
2013-10-23 14:55

The integrated city development grant will receive R356m to help SA's eight metropolitan municipalities
improve on apartheid-era spatial planning.

Apartheid long gone- New Challenges new weapons - News24

2013-07-20 10:10

Majority dwellers of South Africa were subjected to racial segregation in a land of their own and apartheid was a
well-structured and calculated system which oppressed many a black person.

Big Bad Apartheid - News24
2013-05-16 17:57
The intended purpose, we're told, was actually separate development through racial segregation.

Wouter Basson to learn fate - Newsz24
» 2013-12-18 07:45

Judgment on the professional conduct of apartheid-era chemical warfare expert Dr Wouter Basson is
due to be delivered.
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TASK 2 : Write the headlines

2014-01-08 07:25

An American student has lodged a lawsuit against the CIA in an attempt to secure documents that
purportedly show the intelligence agency was complicit in Nelson Mandela's arrest in 1962.

2013-12-28 10:22

The ANC has denied knowledge of a company selling its iconic 1994 election posters featuring former
| president Nelson Mandela, according to a report.

2013-12-16 07:26

A day after he was buried, a 9m high statue of former president Nelson Mandela will be unveiled at the
Union Buildings in Pretoria.

2013-12-14 1732
& At least 26 heads of state and government, their representatives and royalty have confirmed their

attendance at the burial of former president Nelson Mandela.

2013-12-11 11:59

The man | heard and had a glimpse of, was not the man | was warned against. He was a warm, friendly, open man. |
can still remember his voice echoing, even though | was just a little boy.

P
2013-12-11 08:24

A number of Cape Town roads will be closed due to the Nelson Mandela tribute event happening at the
stadium.

2012-10-10 22:24

A series of previously unseen images of black consciousness leader Steve Biko have been published by
. Google, 35 years after his death in police custody.

2002-09-08 20:33

The 25th anniversary of the death of Steve Bantu Biko, the Black Consciousness leader, has been marked with the
cleansing of a Port Elizabeth police cell where he was held prior to his death.

2010-02-10 22:12

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has urged all South Africans to recapture the spirit of the day Nelson
Mandela was released - February 11 1990.
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TASK 3 : write the opening paragraph (2/3 sentences)
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1 Lawsuit seeks CIA papers on Mandela arrest - News24

MANDILA FOR

[T ANC denies selling iconic Mandela posters - News24

Zuma to unveil Mandela statue - News24

At least 26 foreign govt leaders at burial - News24

-

Mandela, the man who freed even his jailers. - News24

-—i i Cape Town road closures for Nelson Mandela tribute - News24
@ Steve Biko comes to life on Google - News24
\

Steve Biko's cell cleansed - News24

m Tutu: Recapture the spirit - News24
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Teacher's key
Lawsuit seeks CIA papers on Mandela arrest - News24
2014-01-09 07:25

An American student has lodged a lawsuit against the CIA in an attempt to secure documents that
purportedly show the intelligence agency was complicit in Nelson Mandela's arrest in 1962.

ANC denies selling iconic Mandela posters - News24

2013-12-29 10:22

The ANC has denied knowledge of a company selling its iconic 1994 election posters featuring former
president Nelson Mandela, according to a report.

Zuma to unveil Mandela statue - News24

2013-12-16 07.26

A day after he was buried, a 9m high statue of former president Nelson Mandela will be unveiled at the
Union Buildings in Pretaria.

At least 26 foreign govt leaders at burial - News24

2013-12-1417:32
& At least 26 heads of state and government, their representatives and royalty have confirmed their

attendance at the burial of former president Nelson Mandela.

Mandela, the man who freed even his jailers. - News24

2013-12-11 11:59

The man | heard and had a glimpse of, was not the man | was warned against. He was a warm, friendly, open man. |
can still remember his voice echoing, even though | was just a little boy.

" cape Town road closures for Nelson Mandela tribute - News24
- 2013-12-11 08:24

A number of Cape Town roads will be closed due to the Nelson Mandela tribute event happening at the
stadium.

Steve Biko comes to life on Google - News24
2012-10-10 22:24

A series of previously unseen images of black consciousness leader Steve Biko have been published by
Google, 35 years after his death in police custody.

Steve Biko's cell cleansed - News24

2002-09-08 20:33

The 25th anniversary of the death of Steve Bantu Biko, the Black Consciousness leader, has been marked with the
cleansing of a Port Elizabeth police cell where he was held prior to his death.

Tutu: Recapture the spirit - News24
2010-02-10 22:12

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has urged all South Africans to recapture the spirit of the day Melson
Mandela was released - February 11 1990.
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